ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Periodontitis is so widespread in many countries that it is the main cause of tooth loss in the elderly. Therefore, in order to increase the quality of life for older people, elucidation of the pathogenesis of this disease is of 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The Japanese group consisted of 166 unrelated volunteers and was restricted to individuals aged between 35 and 64.
years. Subjects were screened according to the criteria of the WHO Community Periodontal Index of Treatment
Needs. Ninety-four subjects meeting the criteria for Code 0 (no signs of disease) were assigned to a control group (61 men, 33 women; mean age 45.5 years). From among patients meeting the criteria for Codes 1-4, 72 subjects who 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
As shown in Table 1 , the VDR Tag I TT genotype was found to be significantly associated with AP in Japanese (X 2 =4.16, P=0.041). As shown in Table 2 , the VDR Tag 1 Tt genotype was found to be significantly associated with EOP in Chinese (X 2 =5.65, P=0.017). The t allele was also found to be significantly associated with EOP in this group 
